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— 


EDUCATION OF THE BLIND 
AND DEAF AND DUMB. 


The blind and the dumb among us have ever been held as an 
object of pity like all helpless beings. The Imperial Court 
had bestowed some share of attention on their relief; but no 
deliberate aid had been devised until, in 1878, the first school for 
the Blind and Dumb was established in Kyoto under the name of 
Kyoto Mo-ain (Institute for the Blind and Dumb). It was followed 
soon after by many others of different kinds established either by 
the government or by public and private enterprise. There are at 
present I government, I public and 17 private schools, making 19 
in all, and containing 1,053 pupils in the aggregate. 

One thing to be noted about these blind and dumb people is 
their mode of obtaining an independent livelihood. Although the 
dumb bave not been altogether useless, there being many among 
them who can manage to earn their living by handicrafts they have 
acquired, yet the blind people with us make quite a class by them- 
selves holding a monopoly for some occupations peculiar to them. 
Such are Massage, acupuncture, music &c. of which the principal, 
massage is carried on to an extent unknown in Europe and America, 
There, indeed, have been some among them, of such retentive 
memory and extensive learning as to have attained everlasting 
fame by compiling voluminous histories and other elaborate 
works. These are instances quite worthy of notice. 

The government regulations relating to the education of the 
blind and dumb point out simply the object and the necessary 
equipment of such schools, as shown in the following articles, the 
plans and arrangement being left to the discretion of the founders 
or managers. 

1. The object of blind and dumb schools is to teach the blind and 
dumb youths such things as may enable them to earn their living. 


2. Those schools are, with regard to establishment and 
maintenance, classed with elementary schools. 

3. The officers are the director and teachers. The teachers must 
possess the same qualifications as those of elementary schools or 
be licensed as such by the local governor. The rules as to ap- 
pointment and dismissal are also the same. 

In a school of public establishment, the teachers are ranked 
hannin, but do not share in the privileges of the regular elementary 
teachers. 

Of this kind of schools, the two most conspicuous as to their 
history, standing, and the results attained are the Tokyo Blind and 
Dumb School and the Kyoto Institute for the Blind and Dumb. 


1. TOKYO BLIND AND DUME SCHOOL. 


The foundation of this school is due to a society of five gentle- 
men named Raknzenkwai who started a scheme for the education 
of the blind in Tokyo, 1874-5. The enterprise was approved by 
the Imperial Court and a grant of money was made for its aid from 
the Imperial Treasury. In 1880, a school named Kunmoin (Institute 
for the Blind) was established at which the dumb were also taught. 
In 1884, the name was altered to the Institute for the Blind and 
Dumb, and in the following year, the school came under the control 
of the Department of Education. In 1887, it assumed its present 
designation. It has since been gradually extended and improved, 
and considerable results have been attained owing to the indefati- 
guable efforts of the men in charge in devising various mcthods of 
teaching and improved appliances, much to the appreciation and 
sympathy as well of the Court as of the gentlemen and ladies 
interested in the work of charity. The material aid given by them 
in contributions is doing much good and giving great encourage- 
ment for the work of the school. 

The Course of Instruction.—The object of the school is to give 
instruction to the blind and dumb so as to enable them to gain a 
livelihood. There are two courses, the ordinary and the industrial. 
The pupils are at liberty to choose one or two of the subjects in 
the two courses. They are also allowed to study exclusively the 
subjects in the ordinary course or one of the subjects in the indust- 
rial course according to the desire of their parents or guardians. 
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ordinary course for the blind are 


The subjects of study in the 
on and Gymnastics, and those in 


Arithmetic, Conversati 
the industrial course, Music, Acupuncture and Massage. 
The ordinary course for dumb includes Reading, 
Arithmetic, Written Conversation and Gymnastics, 
Joinery and Sewing. 


Japanese, 
Writing, 


Composition, 
and the industrial course, Drawing, Carving, 


( Point letters to be used in making 


ORDINARY COURSE FOR THE BLIND phrases. In Arithmetic, Mental 
| Exercises & Use of Abacus. 


Schoo! 
ee First Year. | Second Year.| Third Year, | Fourth Year, | Fifth Year. 
ek 
of Study. 
Japanese. | Point letters,} Meaning & The same The same The same, 
Elementary | Use of words,| Hearing & & 
Sounds, Kata-| Hearing Composition Poetry. 
kana, Names & of familiar 
of Objects, | Composition. letters & 
Hearing of Current 
phrases, etc. expressions, 
Arithmetic. Counting, Addition, | Multiplication,] Problems The same. 
Addition Subtraction, Division, on 
& Multiplication.| | Weights, the same, 
Subtraction. Measures & 
Money. 
Lectures. Morals & The same | The same & | Thesame & | The same, 
Eltiquette, & Conversations | Directions on 
Conversations | Conversations} on History, | daily conduct 
on Directions, on Geography of life, 
Road, Drains | Geography. & Natural 
«ec. ーー~ Science. 
Gym asties, Sports & Exercises do, do, do, 
a ~ Gesture: without 
| Apparatus. 


INDUSTRIAL COURSE FOR THE BLIND. 


Music. Koto, Samisen, do, do, do, do. 
Organ, Singing, : 
Acupuncture.| First art. Second & Fourth art, Fifth art, Practice, 
‘Third art. Naming of | Anatomy & | Classification 
different Physiology. | of Diseases. 
regions of the 
F human body, 
Massage. Shampooing | The same & Practice. 
Anatomy & | Shampooing 
Physiology. | of abdominal 


regions. 


Reading, Pronunciation & Oral 
ORDINARY COURSE FOR THE DUMB! Expressions to be taught to 
some pupils only. 


Third Year, | Fourth Year,| Fifth Year. 


ic First Year. | Second Year. 

St 

of Stady. 

Reading. Katakana, |WordsinKana,| ‘The same Notes & The same 
Hiragana, Phrases & Letters, short & 
Numerals, Words in Composition | composition | Letter-writing. 
Vocabulary, Chinese in Kana & & oral 
exercise. 


Expresion of |characters, oral] characters, 
Phrases. exercises on 
easy phrases. 


The same & | Two styles of |Notes & letters Letters 


Writing. Katakana, 
Hiragana, |Some Chinese] writing of in in 
Words in characters. {Proper Names,| two styles. two styles. 
Kana, 
Composition.} Words & ‘The same & | Composition Notes & |Letter-writing. 
Phrases in Chinese in Kana & letters. 
Kana. character, characters. 
Arithmetic. Counting, Addition, | Multiplieation,) Division & Problems. 
Addition, Subtraction, Division, Problems, 


Subtraction, | Multiplication, Money, 
Weights & 


Measures. 
Written Colloquial | Conversation on on History & 
Conversation, Phrases. on Geography & Natural 
Thysics. Physics, Science. 
Gymnastics. Sports & Sports & The same. The same. The same. 
Gesture. | Exercises with 


or without 


apparatus. 
a 


INDUSTRIAL COURSE FOR THE DUMB. 


Scenes & |Drawing from} The same, 


Drawing, Ornamental | Birds, flowers 
lines, shading & beasts Characters, nature 
& coloring. |& Ornamental} Copying & (Scenes & 
Designs. Designing. | Characters). 
Engraving. Boxes, Trays | Birds, flowers] Figures of Homan 
& Ornamental] and beasts | birds & beasts,| figures, in 
Use of tools pieces. in relief. |Scenes in relief) whole or in 
& Plastic relief-Plastic 
Meine work, work. 
0 
Carving. small boxes. | The same & Tables & Tables & The same 
Boxes & chests of Shelves. in 
Trays. drawers. hard wood. 
Sewing. Use of needles,| Under-wear, |Garments lined Haori, The same & 
Sewing of garments or stuffed | Hakama, Obi, Night 
under-wear, | unlined or | Haori (coat) | Tabi (socks) | clothes, &c, 
stuffed. Hakama Drawers, &c. 
Obi, &c. 


SS See 
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In reference to the foregoing schedule, the following points may 


be noted :— ae 
1. That K. Ishikawa, instructor of this school succeeded in ap- 


plying the Braille’s points system to our Kana syllabary in 1890 
and henceforth recitation and oral lessons have given place to 
lectures and dictation with point letters, and in consequence a 
complete change was brought into the method of teaching the 
blind. 

2. That acupuncture being a medical art peculiar to our country, 
and having been for a long time occupation for the blind in company 
with message and Koto playing has been introduced into the 
industrial course for the blind together with some principles of 
anatomy, physiology and hygiene. 

3. That reading, pronunciation and conversation are taught by 
Bell’s system of visible speech only to those dumb pupils in the 
ordinary course who are quick enough to learn. It is not taught 
all of them for the following reason: Our characters in common 
use having been originally introduced from China and developed 
in this country have each several pronunciations and almost as 
many or more meanings, and each has three forms in writing ; 
moreover, the spoken and written languages are entirely different 
and a great variety of styles are used in composition so that task 
of teaching the language is beset by overwhelming difficulties and 
some of the pupils would make little or no progress in pronunciation 
and reading. 


Point System for the Fapanese Syllabary adopted from Braille's 
System, by K. Ishikawa, A ssistant-Instructor th 
the Tokyo Blind and Dumb School. 
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The school years, as shown in the foregoing schedule are five, 
excepting in the Massage course for which three years are sufficient. 
The graduates who wish to review or supplement the lessons they 
have learned are allowed to remain at school for a term of not 
more than two years. The school hours are six per day, but five 
for the special students in the ordinary course and three for the 
special students of massage. A new course was decided upon last 
year for the training of teachers for the blind and dumb schools 
and the course is to be opened this year. 

Officers.—The officers of this school are the director, 2 instructors 
12 teachers and 4 clerks besides some temporary employes. 
There is an advisory committee to which are to be referred matters 
relating to the course of instruction and others of grave 
consequence. 

Pupils.—New pupils are admitted in April every year. They 
must be aged from 10 to 16 and be in good health. Such good 
pupils as may be taken as models for the others are given monetary 
assistance. All the pupils are free of charge for tuition. 

The present number of pupils is 269, of which 179 are male and 
go are female pupils. 

They are classified as follows :— 


THE BLIND. THE DUMB. 
Male. Female. Total. Male. Female. Total. 
Ordinary course. 54 8 62 106 7I 177 
7 Drawing 3 3 6 
; Koto-playin — 3 
Industrial } * 3 coral Me CE EN = 
Acupuncture i = 
course. P { 8  — Jomery, 2 z 
& Massage Sewing. 4 5 9 
Total : 62 II 73 117 79 196 


The graduates are mostly engaged in their respective ocou- 
pations as will be seen from the table annexed : 


OCCUPATION OF THE GRADUATES. (the Blind.) 


(up to 1903) 


: esol. 6/7] 8] 9} 10 
Subjected of っ = to Total. 
ag 10), o/b s 
study az ‘ 3 ils bas 2 a 
る LB 5 |e a lc dle Sls Zales 
graduated [S56 s g te RES LS 
OO eee acuta 2 
in SC 8 EE i 2 
‘Seal aes S 3 5 = 
4 ~ 3 Om) > BO Sls! § |B IS . 
ao 5¢%lea 4) 2 | os & [ey oe EC Se . | @ 
OE ” aS 8 Sas 人 ga 
after ヽ に 者 に nad 5 |S 10 |Ss\S5/5 |o2 & | 8 
it < . ae R | | (So |2a) = eas met Nye 
graduation aI Sig Sslosl 8 = =] 
に Z EG S MA SIM Bil G 
る a alt Alig 
Si “ Pale Eka 
Employed in Acu- } 
2 3 a 
. I| puncture & Massage ( on To) Ly : 
© ae & 
mal Shampooers in Hos- ) 5 5 7 
g pitals. i} 
te き 1k 
813 Teachers of the blind. | 3 2 I 6 
> a 
に aoe fem. fem, 
2 Teachers of Koto- ; am 
sili a igen) ac I BA\ 
5 playing. \ ご 
a 5| Assistant in thisschool | 1 I 1 rl 4 
3 fem, 
Slel mn household em- } Pp 
5 ployment. ( os る 
4 
S|7| Student of Law. I | I 
3) 
3 ¢ 
8| Sick. I I 
eras fem. 
Reviewing Koto ) = = 
9| lessons. { 2 3 
Reviewin = 
to| Reviewing \cu- 7 F = 
puncture & Massage { 
= a Special students of } 
= Acup. & Massage. | 4 % 
3 < 
a ve Special students of 7 
2 |) Koto-playing. ( z a 
13} Dead. 7| 4] 2 ate aL 15 
fem, fem. 
14} Unknown, I 2 I 2 
| Male. A TI I Te Sea | ae I 1] 75 
ota 
Female. I iy) I Io 
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OCCUPATIONS OF THE GRADUATES. 
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(the Dumb) 


(up to 1903) 
DH (2s: yes || 5 8 
Gradoated 9 eS — — 
3 し =) 0 
J = ial ientg = BIR hes 
gee bn. |FlP ul |e 
| 2 i i w| we Hs | 
Occupations Ee 2 le el PIER [Powe 2 8 aie ce = 
after ES z |2.2| 5 22 SEIE Kala 2 
i 2) = = = Lhe +r 
Graduation. & Ae a AS, GO | 
am ——| fem. | fom. Na | tem. ial 
1| Assistants in family. 9| 1] rr] 2 1| 2/12 
2| Students of Drawing, 6| 2 8 
3| Teachers of the Dumb. 2| 2 4 
Agriculture, I 4 
4 pani ae. 2 fem, | fem. | fem. fem, 
| 5| Houschold Business, TT I 4 
ay fein. 
3 6| Tailocing. I i} 2 2) 1 
2] 7| Photography. I I I 3 
§ 8 | Joinery. I I 2 
& 9 | Organ-making. I I 2 
Clrol Porcelain Painting. rl) iy 2 
a 11| Cotton-printing, I 1 
re 12| Gold-lacquering. I I 
3 13} Painting on dyed staff, I I 
= |14| Dyeing. I I 
15| Seat-engraving. I I 
16] Wood-engraving, I 
17| Tabi-making (socks). I I} 
18} Shoe-making. I 1 
Freel i fem.4 
19] Special students of Sewing. 4| 4 
fem.3} 
.|20| Special students of Drawing, SHS 
で fem.1 
s 21| Reviewing Sewing, ca ae I} 2 
[= 
J |22| Reviewing Drawing. I I 
に < 
23| Special students of Joinery. I I 
24) Reviewing ordinary course,| 1 x 
5 fem. fimo iar 
25] Sick. 2 2 
fem. fem, 
26] Dead, HN || Tie Ear jl 
1 fem, 
27| Unknown. 2 NY 
=e : — = 
Male, 30 | 1 I 2| 2| 2 8 
Total, | 前 2 5 
Female. I I 30 
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An investigation has been made into the causes that led to the 
loss of sight and speech in the cases of the pupils of this school and 
the result obtained shows that the causes are entirely different in 
the two cases—that of the blind, and that of the deaf-mute. 
Among the former there were only three cases of congenital blind- 
ness, while among the latter dumbness is congenital in the majority 
of cases, as appears the tables annexed. 


CAUSES OF BLINDNESS, 


Al csl ol of] fl ctl cl ol tl ol al Bl al el @l ala 
aes Age. |B] 3] 8 8] 8) €) 2) 2) 2) 8) 6) 6) 6) eg) ele) 
Ses, SS SS S| S| 3} 5} S| 3} S| 8 S$) 2/9) 2) 8 
Fee os bo AR) A) A) mL AL A A A A A 2 
Couse, 6 = 
Si co} +! wl} wo] ho of ga SE 
3 ら 
Congenital. 3 3 
Nervositas. nN R23 Tiler 10 
Measles, 2 Tsp 2 Io 
Congenital Syphilis. 2| 2/1 I I 1 8 
Suppurative inflama- = 
tion of conjunctiva, ; 3 a ie 7 
Inflamation of Cornea. I I ne ify 4 
Inflamation of con- 5 = 
junctiva, 3 
Marasmus, 3 3 
Peritonitis. I I 2 
Small pox, I I 2 
Meningitis, I I 2 
Trachoma, I z 
Cataract. I z 
Inflamation of retina, I I 
Brain Concussion, I I 
Poison, I 1 
Burnt by fire, I I 
Unknown, 7\-x-| 3| x I 13 
Total. 3{121 7112} 9/5/71 4/4] 2/1] 1] 1] 2/2/24 73 


It 


CAUSE FOR THE LOSS OF POWER OF SPEECH, 


Age. 2 iy 5 6 Un- | Total, 
| isi Genk, years. | years, | years. | known, ; 
Cause. 2 


Congenital. 75 75 
Sudden attack of | 28 
Meningitis, 
Meningitis. 
Inflammation of } 14 
the ear. 
3rain Concussion, 12 
Nervositas, 5 
Measles. 4 
Influenza. 3 
Whooping cough. 2 
Small pox, 2 
Eruptions on the } a 
scalp. 
Hernia of the brain. I 
Hernia of the bowels, I 
Heart disease. I 
Hernia. I 
Fever. I 
Unknown. 16 
Total, 75 196 


It has been already remarked that thanks to zeal and energy of 
the men in charge and the sympathy and aid given by the public 
the work of the school is showing satisfactory results. There is a 
dormitory attached to the school, where the pupils coming from 
distant places outside of Tokyo are allowed to live. The superin- 
tendent lives in the dormitory with his family and takes care of the 
boarders in a homely way in lieu of their parents or guardians. 

The school has an endowment fund amounting to yen 180,956, 
which it is hoped will grow larger in time and enable the school 
to main itself without support from the Government. 


2, THE INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND AND DUMB ESTABLISHED 
BY THE CITY OF Kyoro. 

This Institute is the very first of the kind that was ever establish- 
ed in Japan. It was opened in 1878, taken charge of by the city 
corporation the following year and continues to the day. The 
origin of this school was somewhat as follows: A teacher of an 
elementary school in Kyoto Furukawa Tashiro by name happened 
to have two dumb pupils under his case. Moved to compassion, he 
determined to devote himself for life to the education of the blind 
and the dumb. He bent his energetic zeal to the education and 
invented various methods and contrivances for use in teaching. 
His school was fast growing when in 1889 he fell sick and was 
obliged to resign. His successor was no less energetic in his efforts 
and the school went on developing itself. 

A new school house was recently built and the pupils at present 
number 69 in the blind and 157 in the dumb department. There 
are two courses of instruction—the ordinary and the special for the 
blind as well as for the dumb, Each course is completed in five 
years, The pupils are admitted between 6 and 20 years of age. 

The originator of the school, it is said, from his long experience 
in teaching could discern clearly the natural turn of the blind and 
the dumb, and succeeded in discovering that there are four kinds 
of the blind and five of the dumb. The four kinds of blind are 
1. Congenital 2. grown blind through want of care in infancy 

. grown blind in consequence of wounds or disease, or unfavorable 
home surroundings at a laterage 4. slightly sensible of light and 
darkness. The five kinds of dumb are I. congenital 2. through 
neglect in infancy 3. the deafness accompanied by defects in the 
vocal organs whose vocal organs are injured 4. injured 5. dumb 
in consequence of wounds or disease. 

He invented many important improvements in the mode of 
teaching morals, reading, composition, writing, arithmetic, history, 
geography, object lessons, mode of inference, physics, drawing, 
sewing, gymnastics, singing, &c. 

In short, this institute and the Tokyo Blind and Dumb School 


together form the centre of tie education for the blind and the 
dumb. 
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The graduates turned out by this institute are, by the latest 
statistics, 209 in number, of which the males are 166 and the 
females 43. Most of them are employed in their respective 
occupations. 
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